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but finds himself placed in a new world, he himself having
become ' quasi modo genitus' a changed and renewed
personality. Frequently the initiation is connected with all
sorts of tortures, circumcision and similar rites being by no
means unusual at this time. These customs are undoubtedly
extremely old, and, like many other primitive experiences,
have left their imprints upon our unconscious, They have
almost become instinctive mechanisms, so that they even
recur without any external need, as for example, the initiations
into student societies of German universities, or the more
exaggerated types of initiation found in the American
university fraternities. They have become deeply engraved
upon the unconscious in the form of a primordial image,
an archetype, as St. Augustine calls it.
When the mother spoke to her small son about the Cologne
Cathedral, this primordial image was activated and called
into life. But no priestly educator was at hand to develop
it further, and the child remained in his mother's care. The
boy's longing for male direction, however, continued to
develop, unfortunately in the form of homosexuality, a crippled
development that might perhaps not have resulted, had some
man taken a hand in the further elaboration of his childhood
phantasy. The deviation toward homosexuality has, to be
sure, numerous historical antecedents. In ancient Greece,
as among certain primitive groups, homosexuality and educa-
tion were in a sense identical. From this point of view
the homosexuality manifested at adolescence, although
disastrously misunderstood, is nevertheless a purposive
reaching out toward the man. According to the dream con-
text, the patient's submission to treatment signifies the
fulfilment of the meaning of his homosexuality, in other
words, his entrance into the world of mature men.
All that we have been forced to express by difficult and
circuitous detail the dream has condensed into a few
expressive metaphors; and therewith it creates a picture that
influences the phantasy, feeling, and understanding of the

